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UNITED IN,
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October is Mission Month. On Sunday, October 18th,
2026 which is World Mission Day, we celebrate 100
years of World Mission Sunday. The theme selected by
Pope Leo XIV is ‘One in Christ, united in mission.” In his
message for World Mission Day, the Pope appealed to all
“to encourage the whole Church to continue its missionary
journey with joy and zeal in the Holy Spirit...requiring hearts
united in Christ, reconciled communities and, in everyone, a
willingness to cooperate with generosity and trust.”

During the month of October, we are asked to pray in a
special way for all missionaries. The term Missionary
comes from the Latin word missio, which means "the act of
sending". Pope Leo invites us to join all Missionaries in
their mission of evangelization through prayer, our daily
acts of love in Christ and through our contributions to the
missions — where funds raised help support the building of
rural health clinics, renovate chapels and places of worship
and provide for the needs of missionaries and catechists.

We are invited in a special way by Pope Leo, “to commit to
contributing to the great mission of evangelization — which
is always a work of love — according to our vocation and the
gifts we have received. Our support on World Mission Day,
will be a great help in bringing the Gospel of God’s love o
everyone, especially the poorest and those in most need.
Every gift, no matter how small, becomes a meaningful act
of missionary communion.”

The following prayer is provided by The Pontifical Mission
Society for the Propagation of the Faith for World Mission
Month 2026. Please pray for missionaries in Canada and
around the world and give what you can to this vital
collection on World Mission Day weekend
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(Sunday, October 18th) bringing God’s compassion, peace
and justice to those in need. Special offertory envelopes
are available in the lobby of the Church.

Prayer: Holy Father, make us one in Christ, rooted in his
love that unites us and renews. May all members of the
Church be united in mission, docile to the Holy Spirit,
courageous in bearing witness to the Gospel, proclaiming
and daily embodying your faithful love for all creatures.

Bless all missionaries, support them in their efforts, and
watch over them in Hope!

Mary, Queen of Missions, accompany our work of
evangelization in every corner of the Earth; make us
instruments of peace, and grant that the whole world may
recognize in Christ the light that saves. Amen.

You can read the Pope’s entire message for World Mission
Sunday by clicking on the following link: Message from
Pope Leo XIV - World Mission Sunday 2026

The Saint John Diocesan Council
for Development and Peace will hold
its Fall Campaign
Workshop on Saturday, Oct. 3, Holy
Family Church, 1500 Hanwell Road,
Fredericton, 10am- 2pm. Adah Ogbe,

T

Development
and Peace

CARITAS CANADA

Development & Peace Maritime Regional Animator, will
present the workshop on the Fall Campaign, IS CANADA
ON TRACK FOR JUSTICE? If you cannot attend in
person, you can join the meeting virtually, via Zoom. The
link to REGISTER for the meeting is below. After registering,
you will receive a confirmation e-mail with the meeting
link. You do not have to be a member of Development
and Peace to attend. All are welcome to come and learn
about the campaign and get to meet others who are
dedicated to social justice. Hope to see you on October 3.
Registration link for the Fall Workshop on Saturday, October
3d: D & P Zoom Link
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Shelter & Foodbank Donations. A
huge THANK YOU to parishioners
from St. Ann’s Church, Holy Family
Church, and Residents from
Shannex for your generous
donations at last weekend’s Cookie
Sunday. We collected 190 dozen
cookies which represents 2280 smiles! In addition,
we collected a variety soups and pasta products
which will help with family dinners for those in need.
Your generosity is heartwarming!

Thank
Youl

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION INFORMATION

e Religious Education Registrations are still being
accepted. Forms can be picked up at the Parish
office before Mass and someone will be
available to accept registrations at the back of
the church following Mass on Sunday Oct 4 and
Oct 11

e If you missed the very important parent meeting
on Sept 27th, you will receive a summary of the
important parts at the start of class Oct 18.

e Contact Lesley Lawlor, Religious Education
Coordinator at
religiouseducationlawlor@gmail.com or
office@stkateri.com if you have any questions.

Attention K7 NET
Students (V4 ﬁ‘ *
Grade 8-12 CANADA

NET (National Evangelization Team) is a group of
vibrant young adults who travel across Canada sharing
the Gospel through engaging and interactive retreats.

St. Mary Magdalene Parish is hosting an event at St.
Dunstan’s Church worship site on Friday, October
15th beginning at 6pm.

This event is open to all high school youth Grades 8-12.

Come join us for a powerful night of faith, fun, and
connection! More details coming soon. Please contact
Lesley Lawlor religiouseducationlawlor@gmail.com

REFLECTION

“] should be accounted a thief
by the great Almsgiver were | to
withhold that which | wear from

him who has greater need of it

than 1.”

—St. Francis of Assisi

Living Water

Season of Creation 2026

IMMERSION IN LIVING WATER
Ezekiel 47:9,12
Season of Creation 2026
‘Living Water/!’
This weekend as the Season of Creation comes to a close,
we also acknowledge the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi,
patron Saint of Ecology. St. Francis was well known for his
love of creation and it was said that he was often found
preaching in nature to animals, especially birds.

Henry Nouwen offers a reflection on ‘The Sacredness of
God’s Handiwork’ from his book Bread for the Journey,
“As long as we only use creation, we cannot recognize its
sacredness because we are approaching it as if we were
its owners. But when we relate to all that surrounds us
as

created by the same God who created us and as the place
where God appears to us and calls us to worship and
adoration, then we are able to recognize the sacredness
of all God’s handiwork.”

Two questions to help us focus on creation. How do we
live in creation? How can | shift from viewing nature as a
resource to viewing it as a living teacher or companion?

Where water flows, Lord, let everything live, trees for
food and leaves for healing.
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‘Bilijk’ book. Earlier this
year, historian, author and
Professor Emeritus from St.
Thomas University Andrea
Bear Nicholas recently
completed the book ‘Bilijk’ a
documentary history of
Kingsclear First Nation from
1783-1950 which includes
Oral Traditions, archival
documents, paintings, maps and photographs which
documents the history of Bilijk, the first Welastekwey
community to be established as a reserve. Click on
the link that follows and listen to an audio clip of a
CBC interview with Andrea Bear Nicholas as she
speaks on her journey on the completion of her new
book. Click
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/audio/9.7146872

BILIK
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agselcar First Nation, 17851950

EA BEAR NICHOLAS

Grandmothers Helping Grandmothers is having

a Jewelry Sale on Saturday, October 24, from 8am-
3pm at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 170 Regent

St. Proceeds are divided between the Stephen Lewis
Foundation & Help Lesotho which support life-
enhancing programs that aid African grandmothers &
their communities. Cash or cheque accepted.

Knights of Columbus Community Breakfast:
Sunday, October 11th from 10:00AM to 1:00PM at
the Knicol Hall, 1770 Regent Street. Adults $ 12.00,

Children $ 5.00 and Families $ 35.00. Everyone
welcome.

Summary of Support for Sept 26 & 27

Regular/Loose S 4,848.25
PAD (wkly. average) 2,298.46
Needs of the Canadian Church 857.00
St. Patrick’s Cemetery 40.00
Oromocto Food Bank 25.00
TOTAL $8,0688.71

New Schedules available for Readers & Eucharistic
Ministers for Holy Family Church: New schedules are
available in the entrance of the church for the period
October 2026 to January 3, 2027. If you have any
guestions, please speak to Jane Buckley for Readers
Schedule and Judy Kelly for the Eucharistic Ministers
Schedule. Thank you for serving in these vital
Ministries that supports our Liturgy.

BILIJK COMMUNITY
BINGO

We hope to see you at the next Bingo night
which is scheduled for:

Monday, October 19
at St. Ann’s Church

in collaboration with St. Kateri Tekakwitha
Parish.

Game prizes will be $80.00 per game!!
10 Regular Games and 2 Specials
(Jackpot and Winner Take All) Plus 50/50

Toonie Ball total to date is

$342.00

9 up - 10 games - $15.00
3 up - 10 games - $5.00
Specials - $1.00 per card
(must be purchased at the door with
regular cards). None will be sold on the
floor.

There will be a canteen with light snacks
and refreshments for purchase!! Doors will
open at 5:00 pm and BINGO will start at
6:00 pm. CASH ONLY to purchase cards
and Canteen!! All funds collected will be
used to support Bilijk Elder Annual Ste.
Anne de Beaupré Trip in June 2027.

18 Years and Older only and EVERYONE
WELCOME!

Readings for October 4t"

1st: Isaiah 5:1-7

2": Philippians 4:6-9

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-43

Psalm: The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel.

READERS AT ST. ANN’S
Oct 4™ Carolanne Doherty
Oct 11" Betty Colligan

Oct 18" Mike Solomon

Oct 25"  Lawrence Cameron


https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/audio/9.7146872

Mass Intentions at St. Ann’s
Oct 4 Margaret Francis

Oct 11" For the People
Oct 18" The Grexton Family
Oct 25" Helen MacDonald

Mass Intentions at Holy Family
Oct 3 Ralph Christie
Oct 4t Real Badeau

Oct 10" Lorna MacNeil

Oct 111 Laura, Carla, Lorna & Yvonne
Oct 17" Zéron & Rose Chapados

Oct 18" Gerald Hoogendyk

Oct 24" Ann Hawkins

Oct 25" Larry & Arlene Gallant

Oct 31t DFM Meagher and Whitty

READERS AT HOLY FAMILY

Oct 3 Paula Ryan / Anna Mae Snider

Oct 4" Patrick Burgoon / Carl Duivenvoorden
Marijke Hurkens

Mary Beth Gorey / Roly McSorley
Noren Bonnell / Maureen Hawthorne
Ana Galarza

Oct 10"
Oct 11"

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS AT HOLY FAMILY
Oct 3™  Wanda Cairns / Margie Snell

Oct 4 Sadie Cameron / Dorothy Blanchard
Oct 10" Leslie Carr/ Colleen Hamilton

Oct 11" Annie Zdyb-Rinne / Verna McCloskey

Sacred Stories
Who Are We in God’s Dream?
(Fr. John Jennings)

One of the important elements of growing up
and of who we become consists in the persons whom
we encounter in the course of our lives. Sometimes we
refer to these persons as our mentors. In quite natural
and informal ways, they serve as models and supports
for us. Our mentors are like the masters from whom
we might learn a trade as an apprentice. But mentors
are more than this. They affect all aspects of our lives.
And, we have many of them marking our lives. Every so
often | recall some of the many mentors who formed
my life over the years. Two of these mentors loom very
large and | want to introduce them to you.

Shortly, after ordination, | began graduate studies in
Toronto. At that time, | lived and worked in a parish
that had a significant Italian population and was
fortunate to meet one of my mentors, an Italian priest
named Evasio.

He came to Canada from north Italy to serve as a priest
here. We built a friendship and work alongside one

another for more than three years. His relationships
with the community, and his imaginative pastoral
service and commitment to all he encountered have
had a lasting impact on my life and service to this day.
He was a true mentor for me, even if he did not
recognize it himself. Mentors are sometimes like that.

A second mentor in my life might seem a
strange one. It was a surprise for me, when it came to
mind repeatedly through the years. This mentor or
better expressed these mentors are the many persons
in many parishes, classrooms and communities with
whom | served over the years. Their openness, care,
hospitality, love and willingness to try new and creative
ways to express their faith has been a nurturing gift.
Moved by their love and supported by their openness
and energy, pastoral work has been truly life-giving.
Mentors matter.

The Gospels handed down to us by our
ancestors in the faith are not simply interesting stories
about Jesus. In fact, they are more. The Gospel writers
seemed to recognize the manner in which Jesus was a
mentor to his disciples. Jesus gathered persons around
himself that they might become his friends and
disciples. He shared his message with them and by
word and action he showed them the life-giving gift of
God’s love in action. Jesus was more than a rabbi or
teacher for them. Jesus was their mentor. The stories
and actions were more than information. Like a good
mentor, Jesus gave them life. He shared his life with
and for them. And like any good mentor, the intention
was that they might grow to be like him.

St. Paul grasped this mentoring role of Jesus
and make my joy complete: be of the same mind,
having the same love, being in full agreement and of
one mind.... Let the same mind be in you that was in
Christ Jesus (Phil. 2:1-2, 5). For St Paul and for all of us
as a Christian community, Jesus Christ is our mentor.

THANK YOU! To those you have supported Our
Lady of Peace Parish’s/St. Anthony’s monthly
Touched by Cancer Mass over the last 18 years

our sincere thank you. After much consideration

we have made the decision not to continue with
this mass. We hope that this mass has provided
some measure of comfort and support to those
whose lives have been affected in any way by
cancer.



